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Abstract:
The United Kingdom’s referendum on withdrawing its membership of the European Union was an 
unprecedented moment in the history of the Community. Not only was the economy base of the 
single market and customs union adversely affected, the rationale for European integration itself 
was brought into question. The process of disengagement has left significant scaring for the United 
Kingdom, and those who have been charged with picking up the pieces of this disintegration have 
struggled to formulate a convergence architecture that unpicks the damage done. What has become
very evident is that the Brexit schism has affected the conventional idea of what Europe is and has to
offer its people. The culture of integration has been exposed to political conflagration and the hard 
fought for identity of post-war Europe has been left highly vulnerable. This talk will look at some of 
the implications of this disruption and its impact on the future of European integration.
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